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CHINA’S 19TH ROUTE ARMY REVOLTS 


% 


HE most significant aspect of the new 
“People’s Government of the Republic of 
China” proclaimed at Foochow on November 20 
is that it reflects the prevailing discontent with 
the Nanking government’s temporizing policy to- 
ward Japan. That the rebellion is headed by the 
Nineteenth Route Army, which fought the Japan- 
ese military machine to a draw at Shanghai, 
Hlends point to this issue—especially since Gener- 
alissimo Chiang Kai-shek gave the heroic army 
but half-hearted support at the time. Of almost 
equal significance is the fact that the Nineteenth 
Route Army constituted part of a vast force of 
300,000 troops which Chiang Kai-shek had mar- 
ishalled this autumn against the Chinese Soviet 
government in southern Kiangsi and western 
'Fukien provinces. Now, however, General Tsai 
Ting-kai, Commander of the Nineteenth Route 
Army, announces that he has “temporarily sus- 
pended operations” against the Communists. Thus 
ethe Nanking government’s fixed policy of compro- 
Smising v with Japan while pursuing an extermina- 
campaign against the Chinese Communists 
has been pointedly challenged by the leaders of 
the Fukien revolt. 
In personnel and ideology, the Fukien move- 
ment constitutes the first reappearance of the 
Kuomintang left wing since December 1931, when 
mit reorganized the Nanking government but held 
control for only a month. Eugene Chen, who has 
sassumed the post of Foreign Minister in the new 
»régime, is not only an exponent of a strong na- 
stionalist and anti-Japanese foreign policy, but a 
Sliberal in his economic philosophy. As head of 
.. Ministry of Education, the Fukien govern- 
mment has placed Chang Po-chun—a leader in the 
eso-called “Third Party,” which comprises a group 
pof Chinese intellectuals espousing Social Demo- 
mcratic principles. The Fukien independence dec- 


@paration granted liberty of speech and assembly, 
Seend the right to form unions and to strike. It 
Peadvocated government control of forests, 


mines 


and other public resources, as well as abolition of 
land titles and taxes, and redistribution of land 
in accordance with the needs of each family—a 
significant parallel to the policies of the Chinese 
Communist movement. The previous history of 
left wing Kuomintang movements, however, coun- 
sels caution in accepting these declarations at 
their face value. They constitute, in part at 
least, an attempt to capitalize existing discontent 
in a bid for national power. Nevertheless, they 
are distinct contrast to the reactionary eco- 
nomic policies enforced by the Nanking govern- 
ment. 

For these reasons, it may be expected that 
Chiang Kai-shek will utilize the full force of his 
military machine to crush the Fukien revolt. An 
ultimatum issued from Nanking threatens the 
Nineteenth Route Army with “utter annihilation” 
unless it “cleans up the bogus Fukien Government 
and returns to the National Government’s fold” 
by December 6. Chiang tiai-shek has temporarily 
resigned command of the ; mmunist cam 
paign in order to assume pers 
impending struggle with Fukien, anu e 80 

Nanking troops have been deployed sions tha 
Chekiang-Fukien border, well equipped with heavy 
artillery and airplane units. 

The attitude of General Chen Chi-tang, military 
dictator at Canton, is likely to prove a decisive 
factor in the new civil war. The Southwest Po- 
litical Council, located at Canton, has withheld 
its assistance in suppressing the Fukien revolt 
until a reorganization of the Nanking govern- 
ment, involving the resignations of Chiang Kai- 
shek and Wang Ching-wei, is carried out. If this 
demand involves more than a veiled request by 
General Chen for an increased subsidy from Nan- 
king, Chiang Kai-shek faces a threat as serious as 
that of 1931, when he was temporarily ousted. An- 
other factor in the present conflict is represented 
by the military leaders of Kwangsi province, Li 
Tsung-jen and Pai Chung-hsi, who have so far 


maintained an attitude of neutrality. Their posi- 
tion constitutes a menace to Chen Chi-tang’s con- 
trol of Kwantung province, which offers far rich- 
er spoils than Kwangsi. The chief beneficiary of 
these new developments is the Chinese Commu- 
nist movement, which will experience relief from 
the severe military pressure to which it has long 
been subjected. 


Meanwhile, it should be noted that the Nanking 
government has apparently called a halt to the 
further concessions it had been preparing to 
make to Japan. The Japanese government is ex- 
erting strong pressure on Nanking to revoke its 
postal ban on “Manchoukuo,” establish through 
railway connections between Peiping and Muk- 
den, lower the Chinese tariffs on Japan’s cotton 
goods, and establish six customs stations at the 
Great Wall passes, where thirty-six categories of 
goods produced in Manchuria might be admitted 
into China free of duty. Up to the present none 
of these points seems to have been definitely con- 
ceded by Nanking. T. A. BISSON. 


Fascist Currents in France 


Despite the vote of confidence which it obtained 
on December 2, the cabinet formed by Camille 
Chautemps on November 27 does not appear des- 
tined to enjoy a long tenure of office. The new 
cabinet, drawn almost entirely from the Radical 
Socialist party, represents little more than a re- 
shuffling of ministerial portfolios, and fails to 
meet the popular demand for a new deal which 
has become increasingly vocal. Parliamentary 
institutions and the five Radical Socialist minis- 
tries which have rapidly succeeded each other 
since the electoral victory of the Left Cartel in 
May 1932 are being roundly denounced for their 
lack of decision and their ineptitude in dealing 
with the serious budgetary and economic situa- 
tion. Since September 22 the Bank of France has 
| live bill francs in gold; while the 

notes remains more than 
Lie aes Ua Couiidence manifested by these 
withdrawals has given rise to considerable anxie- 
ty. With a prospective deficit of eight billion 
francs in next year’s budget, government finances 
are in a precarious condition. The economic out- 
look is also unfavorable; the improvement which 
occurred during the summer has ceased, and un- 
employment is growing. Although France has 
not been so hard hit by the depression as most 
industrialized countries, incomes have been 
greatly reduced and the population is becoming 
increasingly resentful of the heavy tax burden im- 
posed by the government. 


This discontent has expressed itself in numer- 
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ous attacks on the existing parliamentary régime. 
The reactionary groups have taken advantage of 
the situation to renew their attack on the Radical! 
Socialists for their alleged incompetence and their 
alliance with the Socialists. They emphasize the 
need for a strong government to balance the 
budget, safeguard the franc, and deal with the 
menace of Hitlerism. M. Tardieu, former Pre- 
mier, has been conducting an anti-parliamentary 
campaign advocating a government of national 
concentration and certain constitutional reforms 
designed to restore the right of the Premier to 
dissolve the Chamber of Deputies and curb its 
control over appropriations. More moderate ele- 
ments represented by Pierre Etienne-Flandin and, 
apparently, Edouard Herriot favor a coalition 
ministry of the Left and Centre which would 
emancipate the government from its present de- 
pendence on Socialist support. In the country at 
large, especially among the younger generation, 
an increasing revulsion against all parties has 
been manifested. A number of groups with a dis- 
tinct fascist ideology are demanding the creation 
of a stable authoritarian government. Although 
this fascist movement is at present disorganized 
and confined largely to intellectual circles, a 
leader may emerge to unite and popularize it. 


Indicative of the fascist trend is the schism in 
the Socialist ranks which was consummated on No- 
vember 5, when the party’s national council ex- 
pelled a number of Socialist leaders. The dissi- 
dent Socialists have created a new parliamentary 
group comprising thirty-one deputies and called 
a congress for December 3 to organize the new 
Socialist Party of France. Despising the ortho- 
dox Socialists of Léon Blum for their alleged pas- 
sive and unconstructive program, these neo- 
socialists have issued a manifesto savoring 
strongly of Fascism. Its most prominent leaders 
—Déat, Marquet and Montagnon—seek to rally 
supporters to the new party with the slogan 
“Order, Authority, Nation.” They direct their 
appeal especially to the middle classes which, 
they point out, have proved in Germany and Italy 
to be more revolutionary than the proletariat. In 
their opinion the socialist movement can be saved 
from destruction only by collaborating construc- 
tively with existing bourgeois governments and 
respecting the “reality” of nationalism. 


J. C. DEWILDE. 


Far Eastern Front, by Edgar Snow. New York, Smith & 
Haas, 1933. $3.75 
An illuminating picture of the successive stages of the 
Far Eastern crisis, and the political forces that molded 
events, drawn by an able correspondent from first-hand 
observation. 
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